CITY OF GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI

2008 ACTION PLAN THIRD AMENDMENT

MAY 2009

Community Development Block Grant Recovery (CDBG-R)
Introduction

The City of Gulfport receives funds annually from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), and HOME Investment Partnership Programs (HOME) grants, in order to be compliant with the Consolidated Planning Regulations. 

This is the second Amendment to the City of Gulfport’s 2008 Action Plan.  This amendment is necessary to allow the use of new Federal HUD funding; all of the elements of the City’s original 2008 Action Plan are hereby incorporated into this supplemental document.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) was signed into law on February 17, 2009, and appropriates $787 billion for measures that will modernize our nation’s infrastructure, enhance energy independence, expand educational opportunities, preserve and improve affordable health care, provide tax relief and protect those in greatest need.  The Recovery Act includes $1 billion in Community Development Block Grant Recovery (CDBG-R) funds to support a broad range of housing and community development projects that are “shovel-ready,” i.e., can be implemented as soon as possible.

The City will receive $199,981 in new CDBG-R funds that constitute a special allocation of 2008 CDBG funding.  The City must give priority to projects that can award contract by mid-June 2009.  The purpose of this Substantial Amendment is to describe the City’s proposed use of the CDBG-R funds.

PROJECTS MEETING ARRA GOALS

Projects must address ARRA goals of maximizing job creation and economic benefit in relation to the CDBG-R funds obligated, and will address the Recovery Act by:

(A) Preserving and creating jobs and promoting economic recovery;

(B) Assisting those most impacted by the recession;

(C) Providing investment needed to increase economic efficiency;

(D) Investing in transportation, environmental protection, or other infrastructure that will provide long-term economic benefits;

(E) Minimizing or avoiding reductions in essential services; or

(F) Fostering energy independence.

PROJECT READINESS

The City is prepared to expedite the ARRA projects, obligating funds (at least 50%) for activities that can be initiated not later than 120 days after February 17, 2009 (By June 17, 2009).

LOW INCOME TARGETING

All projects will comply with HUD regulations for eligible uses of funds, serving Low-to-Moderate Income Populations.

ACQUISITIONS & RELOCATION

Not applicable to the proposed projects

DISTRIBUTION AND USES OF FUNDS

The City of Gulfport anticipates $199,981 in Community Development Block Grant Recovery (CDBG-R) funds.  Based on available funding, ARRA requirements and project readiness, The City expects to use its proposed allocation for the following project.    

	Project Description
	Cost

	28th Street Elementary School 
Widening of 46th Avenue between 28th Street and 31st Avenue in order to provide ingress and egress into new elementary school being constructed in low-mod income neighborhood.   Previous school was relocated and rebuilt as a direct result of damages sustained in Hurricane Katrina.  CDBG-R funds will provide street improvements on 46th Avenue between 28th Street and 31st Street.  Total estimated project cost is approximately $600,000.                 Funding estimates:  

CDBG-R = $199,981, Harrison County = $240,000, City of Gulfport = $160,019.  Total project will follow CDBG guidelines for environmental and Davis-Bacon regulations.  

Job Creation & economic benefits

This project is expected to create approximately 30 construction jobs over a 4-6 month period.  In addition permanent educational jobs will be created and/or maintained by the Gulfport School District.

Meeting ARRA goal
· Project will preserve and create jobs by promoting economic recovery and providing essential education services to our youth.  

· The project does not promote energy efficiency and conservation.  

· The project will follow all CDBG-R/ARRA requirements for products manufactured in the United States.

· No public service projects will be funded.

Meeting a National Objective and CDBG-R eligibility
· Project is located in a low and moderate income neighborhood and the street project will provide access to the new elementary school that services the families in that neighborhood.   78% low-mod based on 2000 U. S. Census (Census Tract 2400 Block Group 2)

· 100% of funds will be used to benefit low and moderate income.

· National Objective Eligibility  24 CFR 570.208(a)(1)

· Project CDBG Eligibility 24 CFR 570.201[c] 

Program Administration

· The City will not retain program administration or planning funds.  Total allocation will be used for project cost.
	       $199,981.00


DEFINITIONS AND DESCRIPTIONS

· ARRA:
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Recovery Act)

· CDBG:
Community Development Block Grant

· CDBG-R:
Community Development Block Grant-Recovery

· HOME:
HOME Investment Partnership Program

· HUD:
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

CONTACT INFORMATION

For additional information on the CDBG and CDBG-R funds, please contact 

Karen McCarty, Community Development Administrator
 (228) 868-5736      fax (228) 868-5760

 Email: kmccarty@gulfport-ms.gov.

PUBLIC COMMENT

To expedite the prompt use of the CDBG-R funds and allow reasonable citizen participation, HUD has established a condensed 7-day citizen participation requirement for the CDBG-R funds.

The 2008 Action Plan Substantial amendment was released for citizen review and comment on June 4, 2009.  During the 7-day public comment period from June 4, 2009 through June 11, 2009, the Amendment was made available to the public at the Community Development Department and on the City of Gulfport’s website at http://www.gulfport-ms.gov
A legal advertisement was also placed in the Sun Herald on June 4, 2009, announcing the Amendment.

Public Comment Summary

(Fill in)
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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